WHY ITALIANS COME OVER

DEEP-SEATED (AUSES8 AND
INEVITABLE EFFEQTS.
OVERTAXATION AND THE CONSEQUENCES
" TO TUE PEASANT — DISARMAMENT
THE REMEDY AND WAR NEEDED.

NAPLES, Oct. 53.—Echoes of the great
question of Italian emigration in North
America, just now bofore the American
pnblic, havo long since fallen upon the ears
of Italiaps in their mother conntry in un-
mistakable accents of warning. During
the discussion before -the Congressional
committce followed here with deepest
interost, none save the most immediate
causes and effects of Italian emigration
have been considered. No speaker or writer
among those self-exiled peoples, wiich,
nevertheless, connt among their nnmber
men of the analytical porspicacity of Yin-
cenzo Botta. seems to liave arison to point-
out hidden first canses to the Amsrioan leg-
islator, unrolling before him the vivid pam-
orama of Italian struggles, Italian heroism,

and Italian misery. Yet herein lies the ker--

nel of the whole question, the explana-
tion, if not the solntion, of the problem.
To explain the reasons which induce the
Italiau laborer, and especially the Italian
peasant, to abandor the soft air of his
native land for the rigors of the North
Awerican climate and the fibrous tenaoity
of home and village ties for the oharitable
cold shoulder of the stranger one must re-
mount the courae of history to find in the
tremendous drain of an emigration of over
150,000 souls yearly the logical sequence
and completion of Italy's sacrifice to the
great Italian idea. The humble exiles
pushed away from the mother land by
chauged snd inexorable couditions illus-
trate how the blood is still flowing from
unhealed wounds, and are the oxtreme offer-
ing of the nation to its one persistent aim
of liberty and unity.

1t .must be borns in mind that Italy,
whose resources are mainty agriculsural,
with over 20,000,000 of hectares (noarly
72,000,000 English acres) of land, one-
third of which is uncultivated, and the
romainder. lacking development, can only
look upon emigration as an unmitigated
evil. But, with the worm of Papal tem-
poral power stirring uneasily at hor heart,
the Austrian double-headed eagla perch-
ing in the Trentino with one of his rapa-
cious beaks constantly turned, despite of
aillances, toward lost domains, and, above
all, with the petulant French cock pecking
at her fair borders, Italy must continue
to spend annually 317.000,000f. on hex

army and 118,000,000f, on her navy. She.

must continue to purchase alliances with
her standing army of 881,000 sol-
diers and her 130 superb ships of
war. She must ‘continus to oppress
the groaning cayth with taxes and to draft
tho relustant pensant. She must continue
to mouopohze the aals of salt and the man-
ufacturs of tobacco. She iuust continue te
ran her demoralizing lotto, and" put the
screws on internal revenne. Nothing but
disarmament can saye hor from the “body of
this death.” DBut, given the seething condi-
tion and the manifest hostility fot France,
war is considered inevitable. Therofors,
the pubhic yearnings of Kings and states-
moen for the preservation of peace are to be
read, as in a mirror, backward. Both Italy
and Germany_ tant war, the final settle-
ment of vexed European anestions, and sub-
sequent disarmament to save them from
financial ruin.

Let us now see how these questions,
vital to the nation, becoms persenal to
the geasnnt. Contrary to the genersal be-
lief, Italy, isswing frowm feudalism, was one
of the European nations which entered
most boldly on the way of progress, follow-

ing the rules of fractional agricultmre laid -

down by English economists. Ia fact, in
foew countries of Europe is landed propoerty

8o largely subdivided. Even where large -

estates exist, save in some few knowr
cases, -they are mainly in the hands of
beneficent, Imstitutions, and therefore, to a
certain extent.held in trust for the poor.
The overwhelming but unavoidable taxes
of the Btate, tbe .Increasing importation at
cheap rates from Australia, America, and
the Indies, and the consequent deprecia

tempt te teach the written and printed
langnage. The spoken tongue and its
use. in tho common ways ef life are
what the unlettered peasant needs aud
would readily acquire. A profounder
remedy and one which time may
eventually develop would lie in inducin
Ttalian emigrants to renounce tho belove
country that can no ionger supply. their
_needs and become citizens of the hoapitable
. Jand that offers them not only subsisternice,
but also free manhood. The tenacity with

tion in the vaiue of home products
involuntarily  form tho triple al-
liance that crushes the small hold-
ers. In numberless instances, these,
unable to pay a tax of 24 per cent. on the
grosa income of _their lands, abandon their
property to the Government and thomselves
to the westward wave of emigration. Their
small farms becoming ipse facto Crown
lands, fall into immediate non-cultlvation.
I might describe in pages of eloquent narra-

tion the struggles of the Italian peasant.

ander this subtractien of area and the
grinding advance of living rates; the grad-
ual and patient restriction of his demestio
life to merest necessities; the elimination
of meat from his daily fare, followed by
the sterner suppression of condiments and
of bread ; the substitntion tnerefor of polenia

- 'or cornmeal porridge, evep, as in many

arts of Calabria, of acern and barley oakes,
Eamenod by time, which constitute the
sole food of the poorer classes. Add to this
the interminable giornata or day’s work of
the Italian laborer, beginning at early day-
break and ending with the ‘' twenty-fourth
hour” nii;ht.-fall. the poetic Angelus of
nmediceval times. Mark the miserable hovel
where his nights are pas-ed without venti-
Jation and almost -+ hont repose; the
dreadful pellagra, vind.ctive and incorable
disease, whose first cause is insnfficient and
nnvaried food and which reduces whom it
attacks to madness or idiocy! Bonnd this
leaden horizon with the 1mpossibility of
betterment, invert the order of things, and
over the gates where his ehildren enter lifo
write the fateful sentence of Dante:

¢ Abandon all hepe, oh ye, who enter herel”

_Then, in this hotbed of ignorance, priva-

tion, and misery, sow the seeds of emigra-
tion ; letters of the snccessful emigrant, {fer
here as elsewhere suceess is garrulous while
tailure is taciturn;) money sent to the
homo family ; the improved condition ef the
returned wanderer; the exaggorated dserip-
tions of the distant Eden whereby he en-
larges and adorns his own importance. Let
these fruitful germs quicker under the sun
of the Senthern imagination, and never did
Persian fakir or Hindoe adept, bending
over his mangoseod, evoks ‘a speedler bar-
vent—a haryest which the numerens sooie-
tics of navigation press forward toreap.
Let _it, howover, also be borne in
mind that the Italian _emigrant as
we will consider him,one of ths.13,000,-
000 of his compatriots who do uot know
the alphabet, is, in the words of the dis-
tinguished political econowist, Albertn
Errara, '‘the animal most refractory to
porsuasion on the face of the earth!” It
would be easier to psresnade i mule or a dog
than an Italian peasant. - The very attempt
is fatal, arnusing his natural or acquired
distruat and closing the door to subssquent
Inil:ienco. The agents of navigation com-
patiion are careful not to fall into this
ecror, rescrving their efforts to directing
the welf-moviug stream, each one secking
by eomcessious and promises to turn it to
his own enda.

Hero thoir responsibility, which is moral-
ly a grave ome, begins. The imajorlty of
owigrants aro bona fide paying vpassongers.
It ivinexact to say that they are in any
large dcfru carricd gratis on promises of

ayment on arrival.  The sale of their low-

y cabin, of the domestic furnitnre. the
yold ornaments of the wife and her mesgre
savings, all thesse go' to make up the small
suin of their passage money, In the receut
collision and wreck of the Matteo Bruzzo
tho .f_irmcipnl reagon .which doterzed the
torrified survivors from accepting the Gov-
ernment ofter of frve transportation to their
homes was the fact that they no longer had

any, having sold everything to embark. In .

former tlmes, attracted by favorable
conditions offered in  Bouth Amer-
ica (among whleh, I remember, »
manifesto of ‘the Emperor of Bra-
zil ofteriug fres passago, rsmnuuerative
employpent aud a bonus of publle lands to
the Italian emigrant)—in former times, 1
repeat, this omigrasion set mainly in the di-
rection of Central and South Awmerica, and
fortune nearly nlways favored the venture.
The climate, propitious to the Italian; the
language easily mastered, nay, both lan-
guages reciprocally intolligible from the
very. first; the religion and customs a cou-
mecting link, all served to foster snd pro-
tect the growth of Italian prosperity, until
now it may fairly. be called the grain of
mustard that” ‘grow and filled the
land,’ overtopping in wealth, position, and
influence the native developmens. ts
now clomont of emigration then emteved.
English and Freneh companies, invading
the Italian ports, began to rival each other
in the transportation of emigiants to New-
York and other ports of the Unifed Statea.
The great Italian co! y. (Navi

Generale,) fonnd itself obliged to enter the

which the Italian clings to his native land
has no counterpart in other classes of emi-
grants. Kvery effort undertaken, every risk
run, every success achleved, has a direct re-
lation to his return. Still, the propaganda
of liberal ideas, and above all the at-
talnment of porsonal well - being, - will
in time obliterate even the glowing
‘“ picture _on _memory’s walls,”  whose
dark shades of suftering, privation, and
woe only serve to enhance unfor-

gotten beauties. The Italo-American may

lists and. at a heavy loss, run zessels regu-
larly between New-York, Naples, and
Genoa. :

All the conditions which favored and
favor emigration to South America diamet-
rically oppose that to the north. -The cli-
mate, with its wintery rigors and exhaunst-
ive Snmmor heats, is insupportable to the
Italian used to the warm evenness of his
own. Religion and customs of trade are in
-every sense diverse, and, most_important of
all, the language is a scaled book. In the
way of private advice I cannot say how
mapy capable and enterprising aperatives I
have dissnaded from goivg to New-York by
simply giviug them in English a series of
orders such as they would be required to
receive and understand in the exercise
of their trade in America. The geographic-
al ideas of the major part of lItalian emi-
grants are but vague. Once in the seaport
they become the defenseless prey of agents
and manipulators, whose object is to fill
1he steeraye quarters of the departing slup
rogardless of destination. As the peasant
is apt to conclude that if you live in Amer-
ica yon are bound to knew whatever rcla-
tive be may have there, so ho is fain to be-
lieve that Buenos Ayres and New-York are
sister cities to bo indifferently chosen.
The Italian Government, owing to
the military surveillance it  keeps,
might add perhaps with Dbenefit to
the eminent, the mora! influenco of en-
lightened advice. But we all know the
market valne of thai .article to the re-
cciver. The American cultured traveler
who has suddenly had his linguistic iguo-
rance assailed by the Babel of some French,
Geruian, or [talion Custom Houso, knows by
ex.fenanco the lhelpless dlsinay the be-
wildered exasperation of that moment.
Let him make it permanent, dividing tur-
thermore his own intelligence by that of
the unlettered peasant; let bimsubtractthe
sustaining senso of money in-one's pooket
and add the misery of narrow or no means
at all. He will then bave some iden
of the immense negative torce contained in
that one phrase—*" I don’t understand " 1t
is the snutfers clapped on the flane of in-
telligence; the straitiacket applied to
human endeavor. 1 know of but onv word
-~a French one—~that oxvresses it, akurisse-
ment, complete dumfoundoduess, so to
speak; and of but one ligure iu material
things that illustrates it—the limp heip-
lousuess of & trev in proeess of transplanta-
tion. 1l once met in New-Xork an Italian
stroet sweeper who had a achooimaster’s
diploma and ocertificate in his pocket.
Nor can I say how many poor organ grind-
ers havo poured with surprised delight into
my ear their tale of insuperable displace-
ment. ‘Tillers ot soil yearning.with the
peasant’s homesickness for the wonted life
of the fields and condemned to explore the
fitthy rag barrels of the city: able mechan-
ics metamorphosed into petty peddlers; de-
signers. workers in ‘brass and 1ron, cugrav-
ers, ints common porters, keepers of fruit
stalls, or hawkers of lemonade at 35 cents
the glass.

Wherever the necessity of an intermediary
arises, abuges follew in his train, Witness
our own Indian Agency affairs. Thus we
ses explained and in a cortain sonse l)ust,'g-
fied the existeuce of contractors or padroni.
These, despite abuses, are a mouthpiece, .
the raedium by which the dumb speak, tho
blind are led, and tho naked clothed. They
are a union of the rascally European guido
whom Mark Twain flagellates, decoying
his prey into unheard-of shops and impos-
sible bargains, and the wily American In-
dian agent.persuading the red man. to sell
his rifle for a drink of ** flrewater.”

JStill, “half a loaf is better than no
bread,” and even the bitter expedient of
fattening one’s natural enemy is preferable
to being starved one’s self. The I[talian
Government has-announced its intention of
proposing a new law on emigration at the
opening of Parliament. An effort will be
made to regulate the rivalry of agents, and
oven—so far as they come under Italian
jurisdiction—of the padroni, by exacting
solid guarantées in protection of the emi-

rant.  But so long as the causes I have
gere set down exist, tho flow of roaction,
of adventure, and of reawakened hope will
continue to sweep the ltalian emigrant
hence until such time as tbe ebh of disap-

ointment-and absolute failuro may bring

im back again and turn the tide,

There would seem to be a remedy, how-
ever, within the reach of Amorican legisla-
tion, palliative if not radical, and worthy
of America’s great heart. The essablish-
ment of free evening schools in all Italian
quarters or enoampments for siraple and ex-
clusive instruction in tho En;rvhsh language.
Object and oral teaching—the application
of the Froebel system to the adult, the
roady Italian eye and. ear aiding—would
be of far more practical value than any at-

then become what the occult designs of
fate may have perbaps already destined
bim to be, a factor in American progress, in-
fusing into restless and exacting Amorican
labor something of his native spirit of large
abnegation and aceurate patience, as well
as munch of the splendid heritago of art
which has come down to bim in the npin-
terrupted traditions of his ancestors.

October 28. 1888



